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SIR, 
TT HAVE juſt read your letter to the Ducheſs of Devonſoire. Had it found its 
way, into this remote part, ſooner, I ſhould ſooner have had the opportunity 
of returning you my poor, tho' well-intended, Anſwer. Surely, Sir, yours is 
a very uncommon mode of addreſs ! It amazes me, I confeſs: and as it amazes 
me, I do aſſure it gives me pain. I cannot, for the life of me, conceive who you 
are, and if I were to gueſs what you are, I ſhould ſtill remain ignorant Are 
| Sir, a ſpirit of health, or are you a goblin ? Do you bring airs and couſel from 
ces. or blaſts and perdition from below? Under what guiſe would you wiſh te 
i queſtionable, that I can't tell how to introduce my- 
to examine you upon gentleman-like in tories, 
guilty of needleſs propriety. And yet to conclude that you are a 
i ging abet in guilty of your conviction without legal 
are contemptible: As a man—T mult beg leave 
Ml my aka of you. I own that I am extremely anxious 
to know your motives for an addreſs, in my opinion, both cruel and extraordinary 
in its nature and conſequences. If I could determine, whether you framed it from 
a.defire to correct, what you thought the errors of a young, unexperienced woman, 
or from the impulſe of envy, and of malevolence; then I could conclude upon 
what ground I ſhould beſt approach you: But being in a fituation ſo extremely 
diſtant from the Grand Theatre of news and information, I am not in the leaſt 
rely to poſſeſs the materials I ought to have; therefore I muſt run the riſk of ad- 
you to a very conſiderable diſadvantage ; and, however anxious you may 
feel for the good of ſociety, and for the preſervation of thoſe laws by which it is 
maintained and ſu However ſolicitous you may be, thereby to promote 
the intereſts and happineſs of mankind in general, or of the noble and amiable in- 
dividual (to whom your letter is in particular; I am forry to confeſs 
myſelf unable to give you the leaſt credit on thoſe conſiderations ; and I am ex- 
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tremely ſorry to find myſelf obliged to conſider yours as I conſider every other ang- 
nynous letter. Tho' ſpecious---yet defigning ; and tho' apparently —_— 
liable to ſuſpicion! How often, when we leaſt expect it, latet Anguis in herbal'l 
muſt, I fear; regard your addreſs as a real Paſquinade; and tho' it may be faid to 
have a good meaning,---yet 1 fear it is now, as it was formerly at Rome; and 
whenever a paper was ſtuck up in the Piazza di Paſquino, it meant to expoſe its 
object to the utmoſt. It is well if your meaning, Sir, was not equally inhumane ! 
But upon my word, Sir, tho I am far from thinking myſelf a man of extraordinary 
ſenſibility, yet I look upon it as an horrid thing, that the perſon whom yoù confeſs 
to be diſtinguiſhedby her good connections, as well as by her accompliſhments, both 
real and 2dventitious, ſhould have her name ſtuck up, ſacrilega manu ! at Charing 
Croſs. By the way, fir, pray give me leave to accent the word © Diſtinguiſhed,” as 
I am very certain that her Grace's virtues will, in a 2 time, not only diſtin- 
guiſh her from others of her ſex and quality, but lift her up far above the reach of 
all your common place and ungenerous obloquy.--I hope to view her ſoon, as a 
ſuperior Planet---giving a ſteady and uniform light and luſtre to that t circle- 
of the ſphere, in which ſhe now moves, in your opinion, ſo ingloriouſly ! If I have 
| formed a wrong judgment, time will reprove me !—But, to recur to your letter. 


Pray, fir, wh you begin your advice to a Ducheſs with a fine formal prefatory. | 
4 the Biberty of ihe pants? Do you write to the wife of a Duke in the 


eulogy upon 
Pars, A. noo you would to the wife of a Printer? Or was you conſcious that 
the world would condemn your mode of addreſs to a woman of her Grace's rank 
and dignity in life, and therefore determine to divert their attention by a.pompous 
* 431 to the liberty of the preſs? Or what elſe could poſſibly juſtify the 


ure ? I will readily concur with you in granting, that the preſs, when exer-. | 


cifed without wantonneſs and cruelty, and confined to the correction of ſuch moral 
or political evils as are the proper objects of its cenſure; in ſuch caſe it may be 
ſtiled, as well the decus, as the tutamen of the laws, lives, and liberties of every 
ſubject. It is the ſword that hangs up, and over-awes every monſter of tyrrany; 
and it is the ſcourge of depravityl But tho' it may be armed with terrors to confromt 
a Dionyſus or a Nero, ſurely it was not intended to terrify and inſult defenceleſs 
Ladies ? Surely our manly anceſtors never. pointed out uſes fo unjuſtifiable !--- Was 
this to be the office of the preſs--the office of midwives would be uſcleſs : Every 
imprĩimatur would occafion an abortion, and the human race would be half extin- 
guiſhed for want of in a parcel of raſcally printers l No, fir, our anceſtors 
properly uſed it you abuſe it. And according to your ideas of the liberties of : 
the preſs, and from the invaluable bleflings which you ſuppoſe to have reſulted 


I 2 lodgings in the weſt end of the towns and hat vice and immorality | 


were 
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from it, I ſhould expect to find, in theſe modern times, that Religion and Virtue 
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our amiable Monarch is the worſt man in hi 
are arrived at the higheſt ſtate of Profligacy and 
is 
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of boaſting of equality 
Neither, fir, can I path 


u 
ne7repert, old maid, lnk-boys, and women. of the 
for the convenience of their invention of > Pak. which 
you to abuſe their poſterity with Impunity Can any man, fir, tamely 
by and ſee this, without execrating your Folly and Inſenfibility ! ——May 
more humanity attend you, in your future addrefles,---Oh! Fepbrba, Fudge of 
ral But to the ſubject of your letter.--- Es 
Imprimis. Suppaſe it is the inclination of the Ducheſs of D. to become the firſt 
Prieſteſs in the of Faſhion ? I aſk you, fir, in the words of anEpigram, M here : 
the Wonder ? and I aſk you further, Where's the moral Turpitude? Women, of all 
denominations, vie with each other for Excellence---ſome in Dreſs, ſome for Beauty, 
and ſome few, for thoſe Advantages which we call Intelleftual; and th 
Tok yo e do the ſame? Don't they for ever ſigh 
pre-cminence? Kings are Men; become Kings | ing High 
Priefs in the Temple of Fuſbien and Fare. Much good wid boca bo 
* 1 they rule in kingdoms more ſubmiſſive, and leſs turbulent than 
| 5 
But why, fir, will you rail at her Grace, for a little Vanity 7 , fir, whic} 
of the deſcendants of Adam and his wife are exempt from its ſweet delufions ? 
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phyfical proportion of Vanity in common with your fellow- 


creatures, if one could but touch your Note. I am ſure you have; and now 
you are adviſing a lively woman to do what nature never intended (at the be- 
ginni of life) be undertaken : I dare ſay you & to fee your notions 


E and I dare fay, likewiſe, that you will be hurt to the modern opinions 
of the age don't at all quadrate with your more antient ones. 3 
Now, fir, I attend you to that paſſage where the Ducheſs paſſes from the re- 
ſtraints of childhood to the liberty of a married woman.---Well, fir, and is the 
ery and abſtinence from lawful Pleaſures ? 
| ages of the world, worth our no- 
tice, ever expected the pleaſures annexed to their qualities and circumſtances. 

I ſuppoſe, as undoubtedly + man, you cannot _— to my 
ing a pattern Roman Ladies, or of making a precedent, to be copied 
iteſt age in the . en 
in hi Auguſtan æra) ſays, literally thus: Quem enim 
in Conviuvmm ? as MATERFAMILIAS 20% 
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ſervation of mankind. Now, my dear fir, from the very repeated bh make 
in your letter of the verb hold forth, in various tenſes, I really think you regard the 
Ducheſs as a Child in- terms ! I muſt confeſs, for my own part, that I never 
| heard of her Grace's being held out to the obeſervation of mankind, till you took 

the liberty of holding her out in your moſt letter. What authority you 
had-to do fo, I cannot learn; unleſs you was urſery Maid to her in the days of 
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a more indulgen 


_ at. 


low their 
the Ladies, that the Standard ſhould be ereſted, as Ladies were never intended to 
ſerve in the Militia or R 


the Wound, which you ſuſpect you have made in the Character of a 
man of Faſhion. But, 3 fake, fir, don't make the leaſt apology, for 
the Fame of the Ducheſs of D. never can ſuffer een cre or can 
ſay, either in public or private. 


minations on the ſcore of Paſſive O encr. Yet, in the mean time, fir, 


what can 
happen that Feathers are proved to be the Types of Sin, ſurely they cannot be Zeavy 
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Ladievon the —_ of Feathers, will. never, fir, be 4 Feather in your Cap, fo 
long as you live. 


—— 


W W oe 


innocence and fimplicity, 
in that office, you would 
cover in your ſermon to her. odor gots, 

t nurſe than you; and tho' he might 


his Exclamation would only — — 
Make 


clear a light as yourſelf, 
puellis Then Pray, fir, doa' bet a n ne tion with,you. 
a ſuitable apology, and tell the world how much more 


y it is, to be fatiricel than 


ou ſay the wiſe and prudent ſeem to her Grace to eret = Standard y 
er —— 
im t, as to t, £ enough to 
continue without Foibles of their own, the Ducheſs will do her r 
And as to the Standard you mention, it cannot be wiſhed. by 


h, fir, you ſeem to with, by Fieser very vibe co Mund | 
reputable Wo- 


In the next 


next 


Now, fir, _ treat in 


ir proper. deter- 


pray 
do, fir; 
it ſhould 


give your leave to the Ducheſs to wear a few Feathers in her head. 
fignify. They are not forbidden in the Decalogue. Yet i 


.I believe yours, fir, is the firſt Anathema that ever was. 
2 few poor painted Feathers! And I muſt tell you, that your 


peri rr towards the 


ſhort, far, I ſhall cloſe my comment upon your im t 


paragraph, by aſſuring you, that the Leonora of cur Pia, moſt perfectly well 
that, : altho' Fine Feat 222 Bards; they cannot, alone; make bappy at. 
C... Gre es no tan” erent: i AY © iu 


| Your- 


ate 


ch eve 
res, 5 3 
eber his Pride: every one poſſe 1. 0 wi 
GENE ove cod, that Pride was made not for : forely then 
© have a proper claim to it? But where there is Fartue, fir, 
ce Her Grace then, let me tell you, has Virtue, 
| "hope by . 
ou may take back your Pride, and ſet it to 
e Wale, in NI 


See EI of Faſhion wee in. public before. Now 
old croſs Genius or other, I 1 
* the better defeat 
— 234 f 


us: If her Grace, from Vanity, or an other de- 
Beggar that ever aſk d an | 
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I anſwer, That it is abfard to aſk ber Grace, ee 

The law ſuffers no one to convict himſelf or herſelf; fo that 

plead the general Iflue, as I think the call it. You ſeem to 
hint, that it would pleaſe you better, if the Ducheſs would keep better hours.— 

OF PEW What then would you . l 
and the Goo/ eto the Fire. "don't fret yourſelf, becauſe of the unge 
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I dare fay, fir, go to bed early: Tis right,---"tis the beſt place for 

may correct thoſe ſatirical acidities that rankle in your ſtomach, and 
y Saeed ates 
hen awake. 
muſt own with you ſeriouſly, fir, that faſhionable | 
of both Health and Beauty ; but I am thoroug} — Was GD 


in drop them before they can become injurious ei to her health, her 
ineſs. Suſpend but your opinion a little longer, and Gn yon 
my words are 
e 


are thoſe of one truly prophetic. 
ow I know that your advice would not ſuffer a huſband to give 

times allowed. You would fay to the D. My Lord Duke, let me di- 
your Grace the beſt way of managing your Ducheſs. —— 2 when 
married, my Lord Duke, you ſhould only conſider as an Animal, titled to 
any liberty, cher phyeal or moral for though ſhe may oy clan to het ado 
of a ſhade, chat faculty, called the yet ſhe is not at liberty to it ;.ſo that 
the Mill, when the irovihen 6 HOnges cues, ts On the 
contents are blown out at one end, and nothin we Bets, he d Shell. 
——Or you may view a Wife en Animal that, the laws of the * 
pat 1 or I e 
direction, and ſubjeR, utely, to con i munogemcnt of ord 
| and Huſband, abi Wherever relfiitiate you chinfs to 2 
| | ture and nations will be your juſtification ; ſo that, v 
| ay you will find your in old Ne 

LI. rr 

my auſtere Friend, how 

Your advice 


Ar to this is much more to be preferred. We muſt ex NA . in 


tollerant and vindictive. Away with all Inhibitions. Away with all Juſpicion 


221 Let us only keep in the ſtrain of the Entertainment, and Happi-; 


Be to their Faults a little blind, Ge. 
And clap the Padhck on their mind. 


Mell, fir, to your three laſt paragraphs anſwers ſhall be as brief as poſſible. 
1 muſt confeſs that the human mind, though well-fortified and improved, may ac- 
cidentally ſuffer from too much Inattention. Poiſonous and im ſtreams may 
| run into it, and diſcolour it a little; but if the ſource is y clear, as it con- 
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tinues to run, it refines. 80, fir, you will ſee „ -- The Ducheſs 


of D. has had her education under the eye of the moſt excellent parents ;--thjs you 


will allow with great propriety : Therefore, depend upon it, Seeds ſown like theſe 
will bring forth good fruits, and be reaped in Honor. 


I have not the leaſt doubt but the Ducheſs will be ever magnificent where 
her ; that ſhe will ever e feelings 
themſelves to her humanity : But as to the Honor and 
222 I think her Grace, in this reſpect. has not much 
r Kings have more to beſtow. 
pe's holding forth to her Grace's 
— Science and in Literature, in this caſe I ſhould adviſe the 
Ducheſs to be rather :Sackward in her obedience to your recommendation; for as 
you appear to de out of humour about the Ladies 2 44 the more her Grace 
endeavours to improve, the more you will incline to abuſe them, I am ſure, from 
the tenor of every t in your 
june rg Tar -yooyg have already, in the idea of reſpectable writers, made diſturbance 
enough in the World, I ſhould chink that the ſafeſt way for the Ladies to avoid' 
your cenſure, will be, tokeep in the paths of that ſphere, in which Nature ſeems 
to intend them to move, and to exerciſe ſuch talents as Heaven hath given them, 
in the Confeftion and Conſervation of Marmalades and Elder Rob. In ſhort, fir, 
| to beaſt and fay, I dare undertake-to affure 


'D. ſenſe, as will ever lead her to pay that regard 
2 of che Public, as ſhe thinks may be due to Nine Thr but 
may 
you 


that Deference to the opinion N 
may think yourſelf intitled to. | 


Letter, and ſhall beg only n add fel mors in favor of the Duchels of . and of 
women in 


thave have boon mace daudis, or more phyſical diſquifitions, than there have been 
about Namen. No ſubject ever came into — of this World, about which 
there have been ſuck a diverſity of opinions ! Towhich fide the ſcale proponderates, 
ſome may ſtill diſagree. 

Once there was a time, when women were denied the poſſeſſion of any Merit, 
or the hopes of a reward of it -hereafter.. "Then, of courſe, it was urged, they had 
not Souls. The conſequence of this was, that if Women ap ever ſo virtuous, 
2 ſomebody ready to thing 
— obſervation then was this, aſpera þ viſa, Se. 

„Jad. er ako diſſmulare puta. Pfejudices viokene lik U 
cx founded upon theſe lon, are not · even in thoſe-modern-times forgotten. Yet 


it 


many of for own fox. 


letter to the Ducheſs : Beſides, as Literature 


Well, fir, I have now finiſhed my few irregular and incoherent Anfwers to your 


1 do not know, fir, of any creature in the Scale of Exiſtence, concerning which, 


they ſaĩd or did into Sher | 


you, that the Ducheſs 
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;t is ſomething very remarkable, at firſt fight, that the - who by their 
in jo nes very firſt ſig e very Men, who by their 


| omen, have brought an inſuperable and indelible odiym 
their Characters, have always ſhewn themſelves to have been the greateſt Dupes to 
them. We may inſtance Euripides in days of yore, and Boccace in modern days, as 
undeniable proofs. of what I have advanced ——Theſe two men were, if hiſtory 
does not deceiye us, licentious to the greateſt degree of ſenſuality. How ſtrange 
and unaccountable this muſt appear, that the very Men who have been moſt re- 
markably notorious for the Adulteration of the Female Sex, have been moſt ſevere 
in the Cenſure of them; but the Explanation appears to be this, That Gratifica- 
tions, tos ſenſual, ever create Diſguſt and Satiety in the Objet# thus gratifled ; and Men, 
whoſe intercourſe, becauſe it bath been only with the won e the , have always 
falſely repreſented the bejt, as hathſome aud umdefr aft. OO 
Again, fir, we have heard of an Era when Women were in the higheſt degree. 
of Eſtimation, —when Cuſtom gave their Characters the moſt 
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the alternative ! and how 


erery Sing of refiraigt, 
E METCY of every unwarrant- 
argument appear 
pectable ! Let us give 

h will refle& a credit upon our 


112 teach them 8 1. — 
Example, and our pr a 


th of chis axiom, may, per! be more viſible to our 
before we attem 


of cloaths, but not a ſuit made 
muſt not think as 
and ſuch old 


nay. really, he has ſuch a variety 
Whale D of a Modern Fine Man, to be com- 
faſhioned one. As to his Equipage. 
beyond any 
like his 


e But jbe 


reat men in former r ages of 


whether he mi 


ns his ſon for 
at all events. The boy knows 


me, What can 


—_y w — — 


near to a concluſion, I muſt 1 * 
5 of P. ought to pay her acknowledgements to you, - = 
may prove to have been addrefled to a lady 
real chirafter you never heard; and to 


new - it, 
caſe, how much preci * 
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my apol 


ö hope will ke 
in che hurry of iti it ur 
„ And now, good , Letter- 
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ſuffer my Partiality to exceed your Auſterity, as I know the judicious and humane 
part of mankind, will ever commend Partiality on the good-natured fide of the 
queſtion, ſooner than Impartiality, when attended with rancour and moroſeneſs. 
Permit me, fir, to ſum up my opinion of her Grace as briefly as poſſible, by 
telling you, That the Ducheſs of D. is a young woman who, without contem- 
plating her thro' the medium of Prejudice, would make the Deity adored in a 
land of Arhiefts ! I declare this ſeriouſly, fir, and will endeavour to imprint this 
truth upon your mind, by leading you, thro' paths almoſt impervious, into the 
dark regions of Phyfiognomy and Hypotheſis. But here, fir, as are too many 
windings to your following me, I will ſhorten the matter to ſave trou- 
ble: And I will affert, without diffidence, that from ſtudying the laws of Phyfiogno- 
my, I am fo well ſkilled therein, as to pronounce the Ducheſs of D. (with proper 
deference to the firſt Grand Dogma of our Religion) to be naturally amiable /---to 
be a compound of ſuch Chords, as (to uſe the harmonic language) produce, in 
effect, a good Muſick! A Being ſo organized, and with ſo exact a ſymmetry, as 
well ] as in conſequence intellectual, as is, and muſt be---the 8 
and Frame of a Being efentially-virtuous. I ſhall not ſtop to give my reaſons, for 
ſuch bold affertions as Iſhall not infiſt upon your knowing, Whether the Mind 
has a power of tranſmitting the inward Pictures of itſelf, and its Properties, as 
objects, to the eyes; and of leaving them as in a Camera Obſcura, to be read there: 
Or whether the eyes from outward objects, ſtores and colours the mind, and excites, 
from ſenſation or reflection, liar Ideas, for and by which ſhe makes her deter- 
minations ;' for as theſe are abſtruſe kind of reaſonings, I think it prudent to wave 
them, and only inſiſt, That there is ſomething intrinfical, ſomething latent, in 
every man's heart, which ſo models, marks, and diſpoſes his features, as to leave 
obſervers the fulleſt aſſurances of his natural innate Diſpoſition. 
One of the Roman Hiſtorians, or 22 with effects of this kind, 
that he aſſerts, When Cataline was found in the field of Battle, (in which he 
fell) that, altho he was dead, his Features retained that ſtrange Ferocity which, 
when alive, had made him ſo very formidable to all mankind.” But, fir, leſt 
formidable ideas, and ideas of Horror and Ferocity, ſhould fink too deeply upon 
your mind, let me expunge them all, by begging you to go to the ket the firſt 
time the Ducheſs of D. goes to the O ſerve attentively---peruſe her 
minutely.—— Then conclude with Poyx, 888 
| — ße the Front Box grace, 
. Behold the Firſt 4 VIx run as in F obs. 


BA 1 N I am, Sir, Yours, 3 | 
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